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Refutations of the Dictionary's slighting refer-
ences to King Edward are " plenty as blackberries."
One may well ask, with Bacon : " How can a
man comprehend great matters that breaketh
his minde too much to small observations ? "
Writing on the entente cordiale in May 1910,
General Zurlinden, a former French War Minister,
said : " This entente, for which Sovereigns of France
like Louis-Philippe and Napoleon in. had worked,
is now realised, and it is due to the high, persever-
ing, and intelligent intervention of the great
Sovereign whom England lias just lost, and whom
we mourn so deeply with her."
What is the testimony of Baron de Courcel,
well remembered as French Ambassador in London?
He said immediately after the King's death :
There is no exaggeration in the regret so un-
animously manifested by the French at this mo-
ment. From his youth up King Edward had
a very pronounced personal sympathy for our
country. The amiable Prince, so full of life and
activity, liked our expansive manners ; he shared
our sociable habits, and his friendship was faith-
ful. Scarcely had he succeeded Queen Victoria
when he made his beneficent influence felt. His
experience of the world and of the realities of life,
his natural spirit of observation and conciliation,
his personal charm, associated with a precise senti-
ment of practical interests, soon assured him con-
siderable authority in England and in Europe*
Every one felt that he had to be reckoned with,
and also that his power would be exercised in
favour of ideas of peace and of mutual toleration*
In a nation agitated by party strife, in a Europe